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OPERATION: SPOT THE SNEAKY SALES TRICKS OPERATION: SPOT THE SNEAKY SALES TRICKS OPERATION:OPERATION:  SPOT THE SNEAKY SALES TRICKS SPOT THE SNEAKY SALES TRICKS 
(AKA, don’t be misled by false advertising)

Dr. Spendit and the Me-mes 

are posting fake ads all over 

Megatown. They’re using lies to 

get people to spend their hard-

earned money. Using the list 

below, write the letter from the 

sneaky sales trick in the box next 

to the ad that uses it. Then, see

if you can find all the lies

in the ads and circle them.

a. Uses a cute mascot

b. uses famous person(s)

c. uses impossible promises



C
opyright ©

 2024 by B
A

LA
N

C
E

 

Everywhere you look, people are trying to influence you to buy things. Commercials 

during your favorite shows, billboards on your way to school, and videos reviewing the 

newest toys are meant to encourage you to buy. But if you can spot how they do it, 

you can avoid falling into a spending trap. Be on the lookout for:

	 B	U	J	 I	 N	G	L	 E	C	 I	 R	P
	 S	T	A	 L	 A	Z	R	A	P	A	W	Q
	 J	M	N	Y	C	B	P	D	 L	 A	K	 E
	 J	 F	G	G	E	C	M	V	P	B	Z	 E
	 L	M	 I	 R	N	R	N	E	O	X	 E	 R
	 C	D	S	 I	 I	 E	 E	 R	S	R	T	 F
	 D	K	 I	 P	Q	C	Q	T	T	O	C	 F
	 Q	B	X	G	D	N	A	 I	 E	 F	W	C
	 S	 I	 L	 R	U	E	N	S	R	O	O	V
	 B	 L	 D	Q	H	U	D	E	Q	M	Z	C
	 E	 L	 C	C	D	 L	 T	M	M	U	U	E
	 Y	B	G	Q	N	F	 K	 E	Y	 F	N	 L
	 R	O	U	A	T	N	R	N	F	A	B	 E
	 P	A	H	C	E	 I	 L	 T	W	R	Y	B
	 U	R	N	D	C	U	B	 F	A	Q	S	R
	 X	D	U	A	J	 J	M	N	A	G	Z	 I
	 W	U	 L	 P	R	O	D	U	C	T	W	T
	 V	U	P	Y	D	N	S	K	A	O	Y	Y

Find the advertising words 
in the list to the right... Advertisement

Commerical
Billboard
Product

Influencer
Sign

Poster
Price
Brand

Celebrity
Free

Jingle

SAVETTE’S AD AWARENESS TIPSSAVETTE’S AD AWARENESS TIPSSAVETTE’SSAVETTE’S AD AWARENESS TIPS AD AWARENESS TIPS

Amazing Promises: If it sounds too good to be true, it 
probably isn’t (Example: a wireless toy that holds a charge for a year).

Celebrities: Remember, famous people in ads are paid to say nice 

things about what they’re selling (Example: An NBA superstar selling shoes).

Catchy Songs: Just because you like a song in an 
ad doesn’t mean you should buy the product (Example: Fast 
food ads use popular songs and jingles to help sell meals).

Free stuff: Advertisers will include extras with the product 

to get you to buy it (Example: A cheap toy inside a cereal box).

CASH’S ADWORD CASH’S ADWORD 
WORDSEARCHWORDSEARCH
CASH’SCASH’S  ADWORD ADWORD 
WORDSEARCHWORDSEARCH
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Youth Savings Rewards
Rewarding you for saving! Make 

15 Deposits to your savings 
account and Altra will deposit
$5 to your regular savings!

Visit www.altra.org for details.


